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The period between the late sixteenth and the early eighteenth centuries was one of tremendous, and
ultimately decisive, shifts in the balance of political, military and economic power in both Europe and the
wider world. Spain's overwhelming dominance in the 1580s seemed unassailable, yet by the Peace of Utrecht
in 1713 its greatness had been eclipsed, leaving supremacy to Britain, France and, in the commercial sphere,
the Dutch. In these essays (five of which are previously unpublished) Jonathan Israel argues that Spain's
efforts to maintain her hegemony continued to be centred on the Low Countries. One should not readily
assume that Spain's order of priorities was misconceived: at times she appeared to be close to succeeding.
Both France and Britain were deeply riven by religious, political and social divisions during a large part of
the seventeenth century. While it is true that after Spain's final defeat, at the Peace of the Pyrenees (1659),
French preponderance within, and British supremacy outside, Europe seemed increasingly probable, the
overthrow of James II in 1688 might well have been the prelude to political chaos and civil war in Britain.
While long-term economic and social trends played a large part in shaping the outcome of events, it is also
true that the impact of personalities and short-term contingencies could often be decisive.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low
Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-1713 book as beginner and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Richard Segers:

The guide with title Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy,
1585-1713 has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Charles Powers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries
and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-1713 e-book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still doubt Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-
1713 as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break
don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Wayne McKnight:

Beside this Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-
1713 in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low
Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-1713 because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
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