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Dressmaking, considered a natural extension of women’s proper work in the home, was a common and
lucrative employment for women in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It afforded creative
expression, prestige in the community, and even the possibility of financial independence. Yet as
entrepreneurs, dressmakers faced unique business pressures, and with the advent of department stores and
widespread mass production of women’s clothing, most were forced out of business.Coinciding with the
exhibition Cynthia Amnéus organized for the Cincinnati Art Museum, this work examines the nineteenth-
century ideology of women’s separate sphere, the early feminist movement, women in the workplace, and
dressmakers as artisans and professionals. More than 140 stunning custom-made garments, historical
photographs, and dressmakers’ labels document the superb artistic and technical skill of the women who
produced fashionable dress in Cincinnati from 1877 to 1922.Bracketing Amnéus’s incisive study are essays
by Anne Bissonnette on the eccentric tea gown, Marla Miller on the pitfalls of researching women’s cultural
work, and Shirley Teresa Wajda on the dressmakers’ wealthy clientele. In all, A Separate Sphere offers a
careful look into the lives of women struggling with ideological boundaries. Chronicling choices made by
and imposed on both working-class women and their affluent counterparts, it reveals how these women
managed to enhance their prescribed sphere for themselves and for the community at large.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Bemis:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book A Separate Sphere: Dressmakers in Cincinnati's
Golden Age, 1877-1922 (Costume Society of America Series). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book A Separate Sphere:
Dressmakers in Cincinnati's Golden Age, 1877-1922 (Costume Society of America Series). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Patrick Taylor:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book A Separate Sphere: Dressmakers in Cincinnati's Golden
Age, 1877-1922 (Costume Society of America Series) seemed to be making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve A
Separate Sphere: Dressmakers in Cincinnati's Golden Age, 1877-1922 (Costume Society of America Series)
is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book A
Separate Sphere: Dressmakers in Cincinnati's Golden Age, 1877-1922 (Costume Society of America Series).
You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Butler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Separate Sphere:
Dressmakers in Cincinnati's Golden Age, 1877-1922 (Costume Society of America Series) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Keely Charles:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time
to be read. A Separate Sphere: Dressmakers in Cincinnati's Golden Age, 1877-1922 (Costume Society of
America Series) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time



problems.
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