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Energy is the only universal currency; it is necessary for getting anything done. The conversion of energy on
Earth ranges from terra-forming forces of plate tectonics to cumulative erosive effects of raindrops. Life on
Earth depends on the photosynthetic conversion of solar energy into plant biomass. Humans have come to
rely on many more energy flows -- ranging from fossil fuels to photovoltaic generation of electricity -- for
their civilized existence. In this monumental history, Vaclav Smil provides a comprehensive account of how
energy has shaped society, from pre-agricultural foraging societies through today's fossil fuel--driven
civilization. Humans are the only species that can systematically harness energies outside their bodies, using
the power of their intellect and an enormous variety of artifacts -- from the simplest tools to internal
combustion engines and nuclear reactors. The epochal transition to fossil fuels affected everything:
agriculture, industry, transportation, weapons, communication, economics, urbanization, quality of life,
politics, and the environment. Smil describes humanity's energy eras in panoramic and interdisciplinary
fashion, offering readers a magisterial overview. This book is an extensively updated and expanded version
of Smil's Energy in World History (1994). Smil has incorporated an enormous amount of new material,
reflecting the dramatic developments in energy studies over the last two decades and his own research over
that time.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Energy and Civilization: A History (MIT Press). Try to stumble
through book Energy and Civilization: A History (MIT Press) as your close friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ann Fout:

The experience that you get from Energy and Civilization: A History (MIT Press) is a more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but Energy and Civilization: A History (MIT Press) giving you buzz feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Energy and Civilization: A History
(MIT Press) instantly.

Jose Rosales:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Energy and
Civilization: A History (MIT Press) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Crystal Babin:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Energy and Civilization: A History (MIT Press) we can acquire more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Energy and
Civilization: A History (MIT Press). You can more attractive than now.
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