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The Stranger is a rite of passage for readers around the world. Since its publication in France in 1942,
Camus’s novel has been translated into sixty languages and sold more than six million copies. It’s the rare
novel that’s as at likely to be found in a teen’s backpack as in a graduate philosophy seminar. If the twentieth
century produced a novel that could be called ubiquitous, The Stranger is it.
 
How did a young man in his twenties who had never written a novel turn out a masterpiece that still grips
readers more than seventy years later? With Looking for “The Stranger”, Alice Kaplan tells that story. In the
process, she reveals Camus’s achievement to have been even more impressive—and more unlikely—than
even his most devoted readers knew.
 
Born in poverty in colonial Algeria, Camus started out as a journalist covering the criminal courts. The
murder trials he attended, Kaplan shows, would be a major influence on the development and themes of The
Stranger. She follows Camus to France, and, making deft use of his diaries and letters, re-creates his lonely
struggle with the novel in Montmartre, where he finally hit upon the unforgettable first-person voice that
enabled him to break through and complete The Stranger.
 
Even then, the book’s publication was far from certain. France was straining under German occupation,
Camus’s closest mentor was unsure of the book’s merit, and Camus himself was suffering from near-fatal
tuberculosis. Yet the book did appear, thanks in part to a resourceful publisher, Gaston Gallimard, who was
undeterred by paper shortages and Nazi censorship.  
 
The initial critical reception of The Stranger was mixed, and it wasn’t until after liberation that The Stranger
began its meteoric rise. As France and the rest of the world began to move out of the shadow of war, Kaplan
shows, Camus’s book— with the help of an aggressive marketing campaign by Knopf for their 1946
publication of the first English translation—became a critical and commercial success, and Camus found
himself one of the most famous writers in the world. Suddenly, his seemingly modest tale of alienation was
being seen for what it really was: a powerful parable of the absurd, an existentialist masterpiece.
 
Few books inspire devotion and excitement the way The Stranger does. And it couldn’t have a better
biographer than Alice Kaplan, whose books about twentieth-century French culture and history have won her
legions of fans. No reader of Camus will want to miss this brilliant exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Thornton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Looking for The Stranger: Albert Camus and the
Life of a Literary Classic as the daily resource information.

Arthur Poulsen:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Looking for The Stranger: Albert Camus and
the Life of a Literary Classic, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Johnny Harper:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Looking for The Stranger: Albert
Camus and the Life of a Literary Classic which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Janna Lefevre:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Looking for The Stranger: Albert Camus and the Life of a Literary Classic
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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