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This book is a study of the literary strategies which the first professional philosophers used to market their
respective disciplines. Philosophers of fourth-century BCE Athens developed the emerging genre of the
"protreptic" (literally, "turning" or "converting"). Simply put, protreptic discourse uses a rhetoric of
conversion that urges a young person to adopt a specific philosophy in order to live a good life. The author
argues that the fourth-century philosophers used protreptic discourses to market philosophical practices and
to define and legitimize a new cultural institution: the school of higher learning (the first in Western history).
Specifically, the book investigates how competing educators in the fourth century produced protreptic
discourses by borrowing and transforming traditional and contemporary "voices" in the cultural marketplace.
They aimed to introduce and promote their new schools and define the new professionalized discipline of
"philosophy." While scholars have typically examined the discourses and practices of Plato, Isocrates, and
Aristotle in isolation from one another, this study rather combines philosophy, narratology, genre theory, and
new historicism to focus on the discursive interaction between the three philosophers: each incorporates the
discourse of his competitors into his protreptics. Appropriating and transforming the discourses of their
competition, these intellectuals created literary texts that introduced their respective disciplines to potential
students.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

The book Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
good thing like a book Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle? A few
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of
Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mark Jones:

The reason why? Because this Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Jennifer Williams:

Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Kristen Hancock:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle when you desired it?
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