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During the period of America's swiftest industrialization and urban growth, fire struck fear in the hearts of
city dwellers as did no other calamity. Before the Civil War, sweeping blazes destroyed more than $200
million in property in the nation's largest cities. Between 1871 and 1906, conflagrations left Chicago,
Boston, Baltimore, and San Francisco in ruins. Into the twentieth century, this dynamic hazard intensified as
cities grew taller and more populous, confounding those who battled it. Firefighters' death-defying feats
captured the popular imagination but too often failed to provide more than symbolic protection. Hundreds of
fire insurance companies went bankrupt because they could not adequately deal with the effects of even
smaller blazes.

Firefighters and fire insurers created a physical and cultural infrastructure whose legacy?in the form of
heroic firefighters, insurance policies, building standards, and fire hydrants?lives on in the urban built
environment. In Eating Smoke, Mark Tebeau shows how the changing practices of firefighters and fire
insurers shaped the built landscape of American cities, the growth of municipal institutions, and the
experience of urban life. Drawing on a wealth of fire department and insurance company archives, he
contrasts the invention of a heroic culture of firefighters with the rational organizational strategies by fire
underwriters. Recognizing the complexity of shifting urban environments and constantly experimenting with
tools and tactics, firefighters fought fire ever more aggressively?"eating smoke" when they ventured deep
into burning buildings or when they scaled ladders to perform harrowing rescues. In sharp contrast to the
manly valor of firefighters, insurers argued that the risk was quantifiable, measurable, and predictable.
Underwriters managed hazard with statistics, maps, and trade associations, and they eventually agitated for
building codes and other reforms, which cities throughout the nation implemented in the twentieth century.
Although they remained icons of heroism, firefighters' cultural and institutional authority slowly diminished.
Americans had begun to imagine fire risk as an economic abstraction.

By comparing the simple skills employed by firefighters?climbing ladders and manipulating hoses?with the
mundane technologies?maps and accounting charts?of insurers, the author demonstrates that the daily
routines of both groups were instrumental in making intense urban and industrial expansion a less precarious
endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

Shawna Vaughn:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is actually Eating Smoke: Fire in Urban America, 1800-1950.

Wilma Baca:

This Eating Smoke: Fire in Urban America, 1800-1950 is great publication for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Eating
Smoke: Fire in Urban America, 1800-1950 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Raymond Dahms:

This Eating Smoke: Fire in Urban America, 1800-1950 is brand-new way for you who has attention to look
for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Eating
Smoke: Fire in Urban America, 1800-1950 can be the light food for you because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book type for your better life and knowledge.

Ada Peterson:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Eating Smoke: Fire in Urban America, 1800-1950.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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