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The Sword of Ambition belongs to a genre of religious polemic written for the rulers of Egypt and Syria
between the twelfth and the fourteenth centuries. Unlike most medieval Muslim polemic, the concerns of this
genre were more social and political than theological. Leaving no rhetorical stone unturned, the book’s
author, an unemployed Egyptian scholar and former bureaucrat named Uthman ibn Ibrahim al-Nabulusi (d.
660/1262), poured his deep knowledge of history, law, and literature into the work. Now edited in full and
translated for the first time, The Sword of Ambition opens a new window onto the fascinating culture of elite
rivalry in the late-medieval Islamic Middle East. It contains a wealth of little-known historical anecdotes,
unusual religious opinions, obscure and witty poetry, and humorous cultural satire. Above all, it reveals that
much of the inter-communal animosity of the era was conditioned by fierce competition for scarce resources
that were increasingly mediated by an ideologically committed Sunni Muslim state. This insight reminds us
that seemingly timeless and inevitable “religious” conflict must be considered in its broader historical
perspective.
 
The Sword of Ambition is both the earliest and most eclectic of several independent works composed in
medieval Egypt against the employment of Coptic and Jewish officials, and is vivid testimony to the gradual
integration of Islamic scholarship and state administration that was well underway in its day.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Moffett:

The book The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic
Literature) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a guide
The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Chad Brown:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Sword of Ambition:
Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) become your
own starter.

Mamie Salinas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval
Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Marcie Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your



own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic
Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature).
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