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High modernism is accepted shorthand for the core phase of literary modernism in the 1920s, when Eliot,
Joyce, Pound, Woolf, Mann, Kafka, Proust, Gide, and others published pivotal works. While there is
consensus about the term's meaning, the value and significance of the works it designates are highly
contested. For advocates who helped establish its place in the canon, the works of high modernism mark the
culmination of literature as high art, while other critics see them as elitist, inaccessible, patriarchal,
imperialist, reactionary. Despite this wide range of judgments, all take for granted that high modernism's
main features are aestheticist: formal innovation and detachment from history, society, and politics. This
book reconsiders that supposition, arguing that high modernist texts epitomize performativity, that is, that
they transcend the quiescence of literary aesthetics and affect the extratextual world. Writers such as Kafka,
Woolf, Mann, and Faulkner privilege form not as an end in itself but as a means to empower the
sociopolitical function of literature. By exploring the performative role of literary works fromthe 1920s, this
book provides a more nuanced understanding of high modernism and resituates it within literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Carolyn Foley:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This High Modernism (Studies in
German Literature Linguistics and Culture) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Marvis Byrnes:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Michael Hale:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is called of book High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture). Contain
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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