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Nothing else damages the earth's environment more than our cities. As the world's population has grown, our
cities have burgeoned, and their impact on the environment worsened. Meanwhile, from the isolated, gated
communities within Houston and Los Angeles, to the millions of residents of Bombay living in squalor, the
city has failed to serve its ideal function—as the cradle of civilization, the engine of culture, and the
inspiration for community and citizenship. In Cities for a Small Planet, Sir Richard Rogers, one of the
world's leading architects and the designer of the Pompidou Center in Paris, demonstrates how future cities
could provide the springboard for restoring humanity's harmony with its environment.Rogers outlines the
disastrous impact cities have had and will continue to have on our world, from waste-saturated Tokyo Bay,
to the massive plumes of pollution caused by London's traffic, to the depleted water resources of Mexico
City. He traces these problems to the underlying social and cultural values that create them—unchecked
commercial zeal, selfish individualism, and a lack of community. Bringing to bear concepts such as that of
“open-minded” space—places within cities that serve multiple functions such as markets, parks, and
sidewalk cafes—he explains how urban design can be used to give citizens a sense of shared experience. The
city built with comfortable and safe public space can bring diverse groups together and breed a sense of
tolerance, awareness, identity, and mutual respect. He calls for a new theoretical shift in the way cities do
business and interact with the environment, arguing that many products come to market and are sold without
figuring their social or environmental cost.Rogers goes on to describe the city of the future: one that is
sustainable within its own environment; that can make a positive impact on its surroundings; that encourages
communication among its citizens; that is compact and focused around neighborhoods; and that is beautiful,
a city whose buildings and spaces spark the creative potential of its inhabitants.As our population grows
larger, our planet grows smaller. Cities for a Small Planet is a passionate and eloquent blueprint for the cities
we must create in response, cities that provide for the needs of both their residents and the earth on which
they live.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Fong:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions) can be good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Alex Miller:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions) can be your answer
since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Valeria May:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions) was colourful
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions)
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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