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For two centuries the barometer has been an indispensable laboratory instrument. Yet, despite its
revolutionary influence on science, W. E. Knowles Middleton here offers the first complete history of the
barometer as a scientific tool.

Middleton relies on research from Western European documents and manuscripts of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. He begins his story with a pre-history of the barometer, the Torricellian experiment, the
subsequent experiments and controversies in the 1640s, and the barometric experiments during the remainder
of the century.

Later chapters are concerned with the mercury barometer as a scientific instrument, discussing the efforts to
expand the scale to render the instrument portable, and to attain greater accuracy. These chapters follow
accounts of mercury barographs, the history of the corrections to the barometer, the history of the mercury
barometer in North America, and the luminescence that appears when a barometer is moved in the dark. The
final chapters discuss barometers other than those using the weight of a column of mercury.

A large number of the more interesting barometers seen by the author in his extensive travels appears in the
appendix. Nearly 200 figures and diagrams depict the wide variety of barometers studied by the author over
his long career at the Smithsonian Institution.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book The History of the Barometer was making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The book The History of the Barometer is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book The History of the Barometer. You never really feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Tony Valdez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The History of the Barometer book is readable simply by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The
History of the Barometer content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The
History of the Barometer is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Mark Whitten:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The History of the Barometer
can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Sally Kim:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
The History of the Barometer when you desired it?
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