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Description: What does it mean to take the Bible seriously? This introductory book explores how Scripture
itself gives us the resources to read it wisely. First, it looks at the basic questions of reading in context--
historical, literary, and theological--and understanding the significance of the two-testament structure of the
Christian Bible. Then it looks at how the Bible can itself contribute to shaping a wise doctrine of Scripture.
Finally, it considers some of the many hermeneutical perspectives that contribute to reading the Bible wisely.
New to this revised edition are chapters addressing the significance of the Old Testament, the performative
function of Scripture, and how reading Scripture actually helps form the reader. The aim throughout is to
explore key questions critical to the task of reading the Bible generously, constructively, and in a
comprehensible way, without oversimplifying core theological issues. Endorsements: "Reading and
interpreting the Bible is both necessary and challenging. Richard Briggs turns his masterly hand to this and
provides an excellent introduction and guide. Writing in an engaging and reflective style, he covers a good
deal of ground expertly and accessibly and makes available to the reader his own wisdom and insight. Take
Richard as your wise guide in this adventure of faith!" -Ian Paul St. John's College, Nottingham "Briggs both
thinks and writes wisely. He draws deeply on scholarly resources, lucidly synthesizing crucial ideas from a
variety of academic sub-disciplines, while nimbly avoiding the academic tendency to become embroiled in
technical jargon and remaining alert to the experience of curious believers encountering the Bible. Readers
will absorb a great deal of learning and wisdom with astonishingly little effort and will find their experience
of reading the Bible transformed." -Maria Poggi Johnson University of Scranton "With wit, sophistication,
and engaging prose, Briggs cuts away much of the dry rot in biblical studies that threatens to the keep the
Bible from actually being useful in the church. This book takes Scripture seriously and has taught me that too
often attempts to do so fall short because they rely on 'methods.' Finally, something readable to give to
Christian friends and family members who ask for a good book on how to interpret the Bible." -Joel N. Lohr
Trinity Western University "Written with warmth, wit, and wisdom, Reading the Bible Wisely is a much-
needed encouragement to let Scripture be Scripture--in reading it, thinking about it, and living it. -Antony
Billington London Institute for Contemporary Christianity "Richard Briggs offers a series of test cases by
which to examine the meaning of biblical texts and the issues involved in their theological interpretation.
Paying close attention to the assumptions we bring to Scripture and how it transforms our understanding,
Briggs writes with a perceptive eye for detail, an unostentatious but profound and rigorous scholarship, and a
sparkling, evocative style. A must for anyone wanting to grow in their appreciation of God's Word today." -
Richard Harvey All Nations College, United Kingdom About the Contributor(s): Richard S. Briggs is
Lecturer in Old Testament and Director of Biblical Studies at Cranmer Hall, St. John's College, Durham
University, England, where he teaches Old Testament. He is the author of Words in Action: Speech Act
Theory and Biblical Interpretation (2001) and The Virtuous Reader: Old Testament Narrative and
Interpretive Virtue (2010).
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From reader reviews:

Judith Lucas:

In other case, little people like to read book Reading the Bible Wisely: An Introduction to Taking Scripture
Seriously. Revised Edition.. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a new book Reading the Bible Wisely: An Introduction to Taking Scripture
Seriously. Revised Edition.. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ralph Humphries:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Reading the Bible Wisely: An
Introduction to Taking Scripture Seriously. Revised Edition. book as beginning and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sherrie Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Reading the Bible Wisely: An Introduction to Taking
Scripture Seriously. Revised Edition. why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Sylvia Grable:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Reading the Bible Wisely: An Introduction to Taking
Scripture Seriously. Revised Edition. was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Reading the Bible Wisely: An Introduction to Taking Scripture Seriously. Revised Edition. has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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