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This brief but inclusive biography of Franz Kafka and summary of many of his works, all illustrated
by Crumb, helps us understand the essence of Kafka and provide insight beyond the cliche
"Kafkaesque."

"What do I have in common with the Jews? I don't even have anything in common with myself." Nothing
could better express the essence of Franz Kafka, a man described by his friends as living behind a "glass
wall." Kafka wrote in the tradition of the great Yiddish storytellers, whose stock-in-trade was bizarre fantasy
tainted with hilarity and self-abasement. What he added to this tradition was an almost unbearably expanded
consciousness. Alienated from his roots, his family, his surroundings, and primarily from his own body,
Kafka created a unique literary language in which to hide away, transforming himself into a cockroach, an
ape, a dog, a mole or a circus artiste who starves himself to death in front of admiring crowds. David Zane
Mairowitz's brilliant text and the illustrations and comic panels of the world's greatest cartoonist, Robert
Crumb (himself no stranger to self-loathing and alienation), help us to understand the essence of Kafka and
provide insight beyond the cliche "Kafkaesque," peering through Kafka's glass wall like no other book
before it. The book is a wonderful educational tool for those unfamiliar with Kafka, including a brief but
inclusive biography as well as the plots of many of his works, all illustrated by Crumb, making this newly
designed edition a must-have for admirers of both Kafka and Crumb. Black-and-white comics throughout
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From reader reviews:

Eduardo Baro:

The book Kafka give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make examining a book Kafka to get your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Kafka. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Lavonne Ouellette:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Kafka to read.

Kathryn Kern:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Kafka can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Clement Williams:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Kafka can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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