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In Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought, Jennifer Newsome
Martin offers the first systematic treatment and evaluation of the Swiss Catholic theologian’s complex
relation to modern speculative Russian religious philosophy. Her constructive analysis proceeds through
Balthasar’s critical reception of Vladimir Soloviev, Nicholai Berdyaev, and Sergei Bulgakov with respect to
theological aesthetics, myth, eschatology, and Trinitarian discourse and examines how Balthasar adjudicates
both the possibilities and the limits of theological appropriation, especially considering the degree to which
these Russian thinkers have been influenced by German Idealism and Romanticism. 
 
Martin argues that Balthasar’s creative reception and modulation of the thought of these Russian
philosophers is indicative of a broad speculative tendency in his work that deserves further attention. In this
respect, Martin consciously challenges the prevailing view of Balthasar as a fundamentally conservative or
nostalgic thinker. In her discussion of the relation between tradition and theological speculation, Martin also
draws upon the understudied relation between Balthasar and F. W. J. Schelling, especially as Schelling's
form of Idealism was passed down through the Russian thinkers. In doing so, she persuasively recasts
Balthasar as an ecumenical, creatively anti-nostalgic theologian hospitable to the richness of contributions
from extra-magisterial and non-Catholic sources.
 
“With her Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought, Jennifer
Newsome Martin has produced an accomplished, literate, and original contribution that is much needed in
Balthasar scholarship. To my knowledge, this is the only text on Balthasar and three important Russian
Orthodox thinkers—Soloviev, Berdyaev, and Bulgakov—who engaged ancient Christianity with modern
philosophical currents. Additionally, Martin brings to light aspects of Balthasar’s theological method that go
beyond Balthasar’s own importance to broader issues in theology.” —Anthony C. Sciglitano, Seton Hall
University

"This sophisticated introduction to Hans Urs von Balthasar's work shows readers who might be puzzled by
some of his seemingly strange claims on infinite distance in the Trinity or the Urkenosis where these claims
come from and why they get incorporated into his theology. Jennifer Newsome Martin situates Balthasar's
work so that some of the more superficial criticisms are revealed as superficial. She shows the origins of
some of the revisionist theories in theology proper and why Balthasar opposed rather than affirmed them."
—D. Stephen Long, Cary M. Maguire University Professor in Ethics at Southern Methodist University

"In this book, Jennifer Newsome Martin explores a dimension of Balthasar’s work that has received little
attention thus far, namely, his engagement with Schelling and the great Russian theologians of the modern
era. In doing so, she casts a new light, not only on the content of Balthasar’s theology, but perhaps even
more so on his 'theological style,' and offers a compelling response to the Swiss thinker’s critics, who accuse
him of speculating too freely about the mysteries of the faith from a 'God’s-eye' perspective." —D. C.
Schindler,  Pontifical John Paul II Institute
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

The book Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought? Several of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of
Russian Religious Thought has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Thelma Price:

This Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation
of Russian Religious Thought without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't become worry Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian
Religious Thought can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical
Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lily Sawyers:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Hans Urs von
Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought is kind of publication which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Victor:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical
Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation



Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Critical Appropriation of Russian Religious Thought as good book but not
only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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